Dr. Deborah D. Stine

Dr. Stine is the founder of the Science &
Technology Policy Academy, which provides
independent consulting, policy analysis,
program evaluation, workshops, and
leadership and career coaching services.

She previously worked for the White House
Office of Science and Technology Policy in
the Obama Administration, the Congressional
Research Service, the National Academies of
Science, Engineering, and Medicine, and
Carnegie Mellon University.

Through these ventures and many others in
the realm of science and technology policy,
Dr. Stine has cultivated years of expertise that
she is passionate about passing to
newcomers in the field.

Dr. Stine has a BS in mechanical and
environmental engineering, an MBA, and a
Ph.D. in public policy analysis and public
administration. She is based in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania.
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BOOK CLUB DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Exploration and Impact: How has the
book changed or reinforced your view
about the role of scientists and engineers
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in policymaking?

Real World Applications: Can you
think of a specific instance in your
community or field where scientific
knowledge could significantly impact
policy decisions? How might you advocate
for this?

Analysis Techniques: The book
discusses various steps in policy analysis.
Which step do you find most critical and
why?

Effectiveness and Ethics: How does the author address the
balance between policy effectiveness and ethical considerations,
especially in controversial fields like genetic research or AI?
Barriers to Implementation: What are the main obstacles
that professionals like the author face when trying to influence
policy with scientific research? How does this affect the public's
perception of science?

Stakeholder Engagement: Discuss the importance of
engaging with stakeholders in the policy making process as
highlighted in the book. Can you provide an example where
stakeholder input could drastically change the outcome of a
policy proposal?

Policy for S&T vs. S&T for Policy: The book differentiates
between "Policy for S&T" and "S&T for Policy." Which do you
think is the most impactful in the long term and why?
Challenges in Communication: How does the author
suggest scientists and engineers improve their communication
with policymakers and the public? Have you seen effective
examples of this in action?

Learning from Mistakes: The author shares lessons learned
from past policy failures. Discuss a policy failure mentioned in the
book and the key takeaways that could help future policy making.
Future Directions: Based on the book, what future trends in
science and technology policy do you think will emerge in the
next decade? How can professionals prepare to meet these
challenges?
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